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Ol d Ben’ s Al manac 
 
 
 
President’s Message: 
 
It is now a year out from our REUNION 2004.  We have had our election of officers. It 
was a hard fought campaign and I am happy to report that the current slate will remain 
around through the next reunion.  We thank you for your confidence.   
 
Your Executive Committee continues to meet quarterly.  Our summer meeting at 
Saratoga Springs hosted by Tim Quinn was enjoyed by all.  Our next meeting, the 
annual meeting that is open to all, will be hosted by Len and Chris Exelby and will be 
held in Newark, Delaware during the Columbus Day weekend.  Len will promulgate 
the meeting particulars to the membership.  Meetings generally don’ t last very long but 
the weekends of camaraderie do a lot for our souls.  Jimmy Albert has moved to 
Naples, Florida so maybe the mid-winter meeting may have to move south.  
 
Its time to begin thinking about REUNION 2007 in Branson, Missouri.   Willie B. 
Friend and Dan Callen, co-chairs of the reunion committee, have promised that the 3rd 
reunion will be bigger and better than the first two.  These guys have been hard at 
work.  The reunion dates have been set for Thursday through Saturday, October 11-14, 
2007.  They have secured the Ramada Inn as our Headquarters for the reunion and have 
arranged for room rates of $55.00 per night.   
 
The hotel has also agreed to honor those rates for additional nights before and after the 
reunion dates for those shipmates that want to extend their vacation.  We will have a 
large hospitality room for all to enjoy.  The hotel will cater our banquet at some very 
reasonable rates.  As time gets closer, we will promulgate more info.  Get the dates on 
your calendar and start saving your pennies. 
 
And, if you haven’ t renewed your membership yet, now’s the time to do it. 
 
In closing, I want to thank all of you shipmates that continue to support the 
organization and help define what camaraderie truly is.  I look forward to seeing all of 
you in 2007. 
 
Cheers,  
 
Jack Hogan, President 

 
 

Association Office: 110 Mer iden Dr ive, Newark, DE 19711 
Office Telephone: (302) 456-9914 - E-mail:  ssbn640blueyeo@aol.com 

Website:  http://www.ssbn640.com 
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The Reunion 2007 Organizing Committee is hard at work getting our third reunion ready (see President’s 
message).  We’re now only 2 years away.  Reunion 2007 will be held October 11-14, 2007 in Branson, 
MO.  The activities offered by the Branson Chamber of Commerce have been praised by all types of 
groups who have held their reunions in Branson.  Branson offers golf, fishing, hiking, historic tours, great 
nightlife, shows, awesome food and entertainment, etc. 
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The autumn landscape in the Branson area explodes in an array of rich colors beginning in mid-
September and lasting through late November. Great ways to see fall color in the Ozarks are via plane, 
helicopter, train and boat at one of the area©s many excursion and sightseeing attractions. Branson 
celebrates its traditional American heritage in the fall with craft and music festivals, patriotic events such 
as Veterans Homecoming, and many outdoor sporting activities.  
 
The Branson/Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce and Convention & Visitors Bureau can help make 
planning your trip easier and more convenient. We©ve redesigned our website to provide you with a 
wealth of information about what©s available in Branson. Give them a call at 1-800-296-0463 to speak 
with a customer service representative.  Shipmates interested in attending the reunion in 2007, please 
check out the Branson Chambers website at: www.bransontourismcenter.com or www.branson.com. 
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The Executive Committee is considering adding a section to the Newsletter that announces the passing of 
former shipmates.  We would like input from our members.  The section would list the passing of a 
shipmate during the year and provide information that shipmates can use to send their condolences.  If 
you feel that including a section such as this would be a positive one, please e-mail your thoughts to either 
the Secretary or to our Yeoman, Len Exelby.  If the Committee decides to go forward with this section, 
we would need support from our members by informing one of us to the passing of a shipmate.  This will 
be placed on the October 8th agenda for further discussion. 
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The chaps are submarinestore.com mentioned that USS Benjamin Franklin SSBN 640 merchandise sales 
have been slow.  They guess that shipmates have already purchased the items they wanted at the reunion 
last year and are in good shape for now.  However, they have a good number of sale items that are worth 
taking a look at.  The weather is turning and cold weather apparel is quite popular.  Check out the link on 
our website www. ssbn640.com and click onto the 640 store link. 
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The pentagon decided that the US Naval Sub Base in Groton, CT will not be part of the government’s 
plan to re-align navy bases around the country.  The base-closing commission (BRAC) voted 7-1 to keep 
the Naval Submarine Base in Groton open. The panel overwhelming rejected the May 13 Pentagon 
recommendation to shut the 90-year-old facility -- a move it said would save $1.6 billion. Commission 
members, meeting in Arlington, Va., made it clear they did not buy that argument -- or any others. "It 
would be a tragic mistake, a tragic loss to this nation," Commission Chairman Anthony J. Principi said 
before the vote.  

Chairman Principi declared that Portsmouth shipyard at Kittery, Maine, and Submarine Base New 
London in Groton, Conn., “will remain open,”  rejecting Pentagon plans that New England officials said 
would damage the economy in their region.  The Groton/New London area stood to lose some 15,000+ 
civilian jobs. 
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The annual membership meeting is scheduled to take place on Saturday afternoon, October 8, 2005 at 
Association headquarters in Newark, DE at a time to be determine as we approach the meeting date.  
Shipmates interested in attending should contact the Association office at 302-456-9914 sometime in 
early October for the time.  All members interested in attending are welcome.  Refreshments will be 
served by our gracious host and Ladies Auxiliary President, Chris Exelby.  Get there before Quinn does or 
there won’ t be anything left! 



 

 
 

USS BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (SSBN 640) ASSOCIATION 
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Membership Application (check one): New ______ Renewal for 2006 _____ 
 

As a former submariner who served aboard the nuclear powered US Navy submarine USS Benjamin 
Franklin (SSBN 640), or a family member of a former SSBN 640 submariner, the Executive Committee 
of this Association hereby extends to you an invitation to apply for membership in the USS Benjamin 
Franklin (SSBN 640) Association.   
 
The following membership options are available to you: 

 

·  Regular  Member :   _______    $20.00 per  year (due annually by January 1st)  
·  L ifetime Regular  Member : _______    $150.00  (One-time Membership Fee) 
 

Please make your check payable to:  USS Benjamin Franklin (SSBN 640) Association 
 
Mail application with check to:  Allen “ Lenny”  Exelby, Membership Chair  
     110 Mer iden Dr ive, Newark, DE 19711 
 
Questions?   Call Len at (856) 816-5672 or E-mail him at: ssbn640blueyeo@aol.com 
 
 

Full Name:       Highest Rank / Position held on the Franklin:    
 
Other  family members to be included in this membership:          
 
Dates served aboard the Franklin (mo/yr): From:    To:     
 
Date of Bir th: _____/_____/_____   
 
 
Crews you served on: (check all that apply)  (    ) Blue  (    ) Gold  (    ) Commissioning  (    ) Inactivation  (    ) Conversion/Refit 
 
�  Interested in serving on the Reunion 2007 Committee? (please check one):  YES _____ NO _____ 
 
 
Note: If you served on more than one crew during your tenure aboard the Franklin, please indicate the years you served on 
each:   (Blue):      (Gold):      (Other):    
 
 

Mailing Address:              
 
Phone No:      E-mail address:        
 
Date Submitted:    Membership Number (to be assigned):       
 
 
 


