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Ol d Ben’ s Al manac 
 
President’s Message: 
 
Dear Shipmates, 
 

It has been a great year with lots going on in the planning arena.  It is now time to focus on the 
upcoming 2004 Reunion and the election of a new slate of Officers for our Association.   
 
The next reunion will be held at the Groton Inn & Suites on 9-12 September 2004, just prior to 
the USSVI National Convention in Saratoga Springs, New York on 15-19 September 2004.  
The menu and food prices for this reunion will be the same as in 2002.  The 2004 Reunion will 
include a welcome cocktail party on Friday evening and a Grand Banquet with music for your 
listening and dancing pleasure along with a single keynote speaker on Saturday evening.  We 
expect to have another tour of Submarine School that was so successful at the last reunion.  
 
The Committee is also investigating the possibility of a tour of an in-port SSN, security 
conditions permitting.  We, again, will offer a golf tournament on Friday. New for this reunion 
will be a catered sailing cruise out of Mystic aboard the schooner ARGIA on Saturday morning.   
 
If you would like to become a part of the Reunion 2004 Committee, please contact me as soon 
as possible via phone at (860) 739-3866 or e-mail at jeh-jeh@99main.com. 
 
The location of the 2007 Reunion will be decided by the incoming slate of Association Officers 
elected at the 2004 Reunion Annual Member Meeting.  If you have not yet joined the 
Association, it is time to think about stepping up to the plate and becoming an active 
Association member.  Remember, only Association members can vote, so if you want a voice 
in the organization, you MUST be an active member.  An Association Membership 
Application/Renewal form is included on the back of this Newsletter.   
 
With the exception of “Member-at-Large,”  the other four Executive Committee positions are 
open to willing participants.  If you would like to be a nominee, (or want to nominate another 
Association member), for any of the Association Officer positions, please contact Tim “Bear”  
Quinn, our current Vice President and Chairman of the Nominating Committee (see article on 
page 2).  All active Association members will receive a ballot for the election of Association 
Officers prior to the 2004 Reunion.   
 
If you are not interested in becoming part of the Executive Committee, but would still like to 
help decide where & when the 2007 Reunion will be held, we are also interested in forming a 
Reunion 2007 Committee that will take charge of putting together that reunion.  If the 
membership wants the reunion in a particular location, then we’ ll need volunteers from that 
location to help put it together.  The driving force as to the location of our next reunion will be 
the members who step forward and help put it together.  Have a very Happy New Year! 
 

Cheers,  
 
 
Jack Hogan, President 

 
 

Association Office: 110 Mer iden Dr ive, Newark, DE 19711 
Office Telephone: (302) 456-9914 - E-mail:  ssbn640blueyeo@aol.com 

Website:  http://www.ssbn640.com/ 



Tim “ Bear”  Quinn, our 
illustrious Vice President and 
Good Will Ambassador, has 
graciously agreed to serve the 
Association as the Nominating 
Committee Chairman (see Tim’s 
message that follows). 
 

� � � � � � � � � � �
	 � � � � � � 
 
 � 	 � � � � �

� 
 
 
 � � 
 �
 
The members of the Executive 
Committee consider it an honor 
to have been involved in the 
formation of the Association and 
in the planning of the first ever 
640 Reunion and the 2004 
Reunion.  
 
The dream we had of reuniting 
our shipmates from years ago 
has become a reality. Although 
the project has sometimes been 
quite demanding, we’ve had a 
lot of fun and the results have 
been unimaginably rewarding. 
We all want to ensure that the 
Association continues to grow 
and prosper. It’ s now time to 
look for some new members of 
the team.  
 
The next Executive Committee 
will determine the location of the 
2007 reunion. So, if you live on 
the west coast, in Hawaii, 
Alaska, Kansas or wherever, and 
would like to have the 2007 
reunion closer to home – now is 
your chance. 
 
As required by our by-laws, a 
slate of candidates must be 
presented to the members at the 
reunion business meeting. That 
meeting isn’ t until September 
2004 but, we need several 
months lead time to prepare 
ballots, mail them out and get 
them back from members unable 
to attend the Reunion. 
 
We would really like to hear 
from you NOW if you are 
interested in serving on the next 

Executive Committee, or want to 
nominate another shipmate who 
will.  
 
Please contact me by phone, 
mail or email as soon as 
possible.  Contact:  Tim Quinn, 
150 Third Ave, Tribes Hill, N.Y. 
12177 at 518-829-7583.  
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As of October 5, 2003, the 
Association has 186 members 
(120 regular members and 66 
lifetime members). That makes 
36 new members since the last 
newsletter. 
 
REMINDER… All dues paying 
members should have their 2004 
renewals into Len Exelby prior 
to January 1st since reservations 
for certain reunion events will go 
to dues paying members first! 
 
A Membership Application is on 
the back of this newsletter for 
those shipmates who have not 
yet joined or wish to renew their 
membership for the 2004 
calendar year.  
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The Association’s annual 
meeting was held at the Groton 
Inn & Suites on Sunday, October 
5th at 11:00am. 

A summary of the meeting can 
be found on our website: 
www.ssbn640.com under the 
640 Association link. Then, click 
on Association News for the 
update. 
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In an effort to make the 
newsletter as interesting to read 
as it will be informative, we are 
still asking our members to 
submit stories that may be of 
interest to our shipmates (i.e., 
stories/escapades that happened 
to you during patrol). 
 
If anyone has an interesting story 
that they would like to share 
with our members, please e-mail 
stories to our Secretary, Jimmy 
(Prince) Albert, and, after review 
by the Executive Committee, 
you may see it in print.   
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WWW.submarinestore.com now 
offers U.S.S. Benjamin Franklin 
merchandise.  Just go to our 
website: www.ssbn640.com and 
click on the ships store link.  
You’ ll see the latest addition… 
the new USS Benjamin Franklin 
SSBN 640 ring. 
 
Check out the merchandise such 
as fancy jewelry, clothing, 
outerwear, items for your car 
and a host of other interesting 
U.S. submarine paraphernalia 
available to our shipmates. 



REUNION 2004 
 
Our 2004 Reunion will be held at the Groton Inn & Suites on 9-12 September 2004; just prior to the 
USSVI National Convention in Saratoga Springs, NY (3 hours from Groton) on 15-19 September 2004.   
 

Highlights to remain the same as in 2002:   
 
¨  Registration will again be held on both Thursday afternoon and Friday to accommodate those who are 

unable to arrive on Thursday.   
 
¨  We will offer a tour of the Groton Submarine Base (and possibly a tour of an SSN submarine) and 

golf on Friday.   
 
¨  A reception will be held on Friday evening.  The business meeting will be on Saturday afternoon. 
 
¨  The Grand Banquet will again be held on Saturday evening.  The menu will be the same as it was in 

2002 and a professional photographer will be on hand to capture the event.  We are exploring a new 
photography company that can handle a group our size.   

 
¨  Finally, we will hold our farewell breakfast again on Sunday morning. 
 

New to our 2004 Reunion:  
 
¨  The Groton Inn & Suites has agreed to provide us with both banquet rooms. 
 
¨  MUSIC during the Grand Banquet will be provided along with a single Keynote Speaker. 
 
¨  A catered sailing cruise out of Mystic aboard the Schooner ARGIA on Saturday morning. 
 
¨  Information and maps will be available to those who would like to visit nearby points of interest. 

Some possibilities are the Mohegan Sun and/or Foxwoods Casinos, a tour of a Juliet Class Russian 
submarine in Providence, RI and  Battleship Cove in Fall River, MA to visit the USS Massachusetts 
(BB 59), the destroyer, USS Joseph P. Kennedy (DD-850), the diesel boat, USS L ionfish (SS 298) 
and the Cruiser, USS Fall River  (CA-131).   

 
¨  We are also trying to have a representative from Submarinestore.com attend with sample USS 

Benjamin Franklin merchandise on-hand and order forms available for those who wish to purchase 
souvenirs. 

 
 

     
REUNION 2004 COMMITTEE



 
 

USS BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (SSBN 640) ASSOCIATION 
�

Membership Application (check one): New ______ Renewal for 2004 _____ 
 

As a former submariner who served aboard the nuclear powered US Navy submarine USS Benjamin Franklin (SSBN 640), or a 
family member of a former SSBN 640 submariner, the Executive Committee of this Association hereby extends to you an 
invitation to apply for membership in the USS Benjamin Franklin (SSBN 640) Association.   
 
The following membership options are available to you: 

 

·  Regular  Member :   _______    $20.00 per  year (due annually by January 1st)  
·  L ifetime Regular  Member : _______    $150.00  (One-time Membership Fee) 
 

Please make your check payable to:  USS Benjamin Franklin (SSBN 640) Association 
 
Mail application with check to:   Allen “ Lenny”  Exelby, Membership Chair  
     110 Mer iden Dr ive, Newark, DE 19711 
 
Questions?   Call Len at (856) 816-5672 or E-mail him at: ssbn640blueyeo@aol.com 
 
Full Name:       Highest Rank / Position held on the Franklin:     
 
Other  family members to be included in this membership:          
 
Dates served aboard the Franklin (mo/yr ): From:    To:    Date of Bir th: _____/_____/_____   
 
Crews you served on: (check all that apply)  (    ) Blue  (    ) Gold  (    ) Commissioning  (    ) Inactivation  (    ) Conversion/Refit 
 
�  Interested in serving on the next Executive Committee? (please check one): YES _____ NO _____ 
�  Interested in serving on the Reunion 2007 Committee? (please check one):  YES _____ NO _____ 
 
Note: If you served on more than one crew during your tenure aboard the Franklin, please indicate the years you served on 
each:   (Blue):      (Gold):      (Other):    
 
Mailing Address:              
 
Phone No:       E-mail address:        
 
Date Submitted:     Membership Number  (to be assigned):       
 
 
USS Benjamin Franklin (SSBN 640) Association 
110 Mer iden Dr ive 
Newark, DE 19711 
 
 


